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Martin Luther King, Jr. is a famous figure in American history, who was born on
January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. there are five people in their family, his father
Martin Luther King Sr. is a pastor, and his mother Alberta Williams King is an
organist and choir leader, he also has two siblings, one is his elder sister Willie
Christine King and another one is his young brother Alfred Daniel Williams King. He
was dedicated to fighting racial discrimination and segregation, as well as non-
violence and equality. He is celebrated as one of the most influential figures in
American history for his pivotal role in the civil rights movement. He has become a

symbol of Progressivism in the United States.

The African-American church tradition deeply influenced King's early life because of
his family, he grew up in a religious household, and his father taught him principles
of love, nonviolence, and social justice from a young age. One of the most significant
events that influenced King was when he was six years old, he had a white person
friend, at that time, he didn't care about the racial divisions in society. However,
when his white friend stopped playing with him because of the policies King began to
understand racial discrimination. | think perhaps this childhood experience had an
impact on him and made him determined to address racial inequality issues. We
know King was the first president of the SCLC, but do you know King initially
qguestioned many Christian doctrines and doubted the church's social responsibility,
However, over time, especially after becoming a pastor, King gradually found a
balance by merging his Christian faith with social justice work. He developed a
nonviolent philosophy, emphasizing love, peace, and fairness. This not only
propelled the civil rights movement but also had a profound impact on later social

reforms.



King’s adult life and the events that were happening in the United States influenced
him to become a leader. One of the critical events that motivated King to become a
leader of change was the Montgomery Bus Boycott that occurred from 1955 to 1956,
on December 1, 1955, a black woman Rosa Parks, who was referred to as the
'‘Mother of the Civil Rights Movement' refused to obey the orders of Montgomery bus
driver James F. Blake and give up her seat to a white passenger, sparking the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, King once said, "The Montgomery Bus Boycott marked
the first“. the second event that influenced him | think is a murder case that
happened in Mississippi, an African American Emmett Louis Till who came from
Chicago was brutally killed while visiting his relatives, It highlighted the extreme
racial violence and injustice in the South, reminding Martin Luther King Jr., who had
been a pastor for several years, and other reformers that they needed to take action
for civil rights, and inspired King and other civil rights leaders to advocate nonviolent
resistance and the pursuit of equal rights even more firmly, King mentioned this
event in his speeches and writings, he said: "I promised myself that | would not stand
by and see injustice and not do something about it.", furthermore, in 1963, during the
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his
famous "I Have a Dream" speech, inspiring everyone to continue the fight for
equality. | believe these events had a profound impact on him as he felt the weight of
the suffering and injustice faced by African Americans. He recognized the need for a
leader who could inspire and drive people to bring about change. These were the
driving forces that led him to become a leader and lead the struggle for civil rights

and social justice.

King dedicated his life to improving the lives of African Americans and advocating for

civil rights and peace to address the racism and segregation faced by African



Americans in the United States, he took actions of resistance. and some of these
actions led to significant changes in American society, one of King's most important
achievements was organizing and leading the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which
ultimately led to a Supreme Court ruling declaring bus segregation unconstitutional.
This victory was a turning point in the fight against racial segregation. He was a
driving force behind the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, where
he delivered the iconic "I Have a Dream" speech, in this iconic, there are many
sentences became his famous quotes that have been widely circulated and repeated
by people, like "I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
character.”, "l say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of
today and tomorrow, | still have a dream." and "Let freedom ring!". The passage of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 ended discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex,
or national origin. King's influence on Black people was profound. He ignited hope
and unity within the African-American community, encouraging them to stand up
against racial injustice and segregation. King's nonviolent resistance also resonated
with many, as they saw it as a way to bring about change while maintaining their
dignity, and his influence on white people some people supported King's efforts, but
others resisted change and actively opposed civil rights progress, that makes King
facing strong opposition and threats to his life, including multiple arrests, but
unfortunately, Dr. King met a tragic end on April 4, 1968, when he was assassinated

in Memphis, Tennessee, bringing his life to an untimely conclusion.

His death had a profound impact on both African Americans and white Americans.
For African Americans, they lost a leader, which was a devastating blow to the civil

rights movement. After his assassination, riots and protests erupted in several cities



across the nation, reflecting the deep grief and anger within the African-American
community, Among white Americans, King's death also left a significant impact.
While not universally mourned, many white Americans were moved by his messages
of peace, justice, and equality. They recognized the importance of his work in
advancing civil rights, which highlighted the deep-seated racism and social divisions
in America. This prompted some to reconsider their perspectives and join the
resistance ranks. Throughout his life, King remained unwavering in his dedication to
the civil rights movement, advocating for racial equality and nonviolent protest. His
death reinforced the urgency of the civil rights cause. | think King is a great leader in
American history, his unwavering dedication to civil rights, his pursuit of peace and
equality, and his significant contributions to democratic progress have left a lasting
legacy. The ideas he left behind serve as a reminder of the importance of unity,

nonviolence, and the pursuit of a more just and equitable world.



